
A Delicate Thread 
Traces left  

Vantongerloo, Bill and Florsheim in Chicago



How is their work related?

Who were these people?

What is to be learned from them?



Georges Vantongerloo

1888-1966


Paris

Max Bill

1902-1995


Zurich

Lillian Florsheim

1896-1988


Chicago



Construction in a Sphere, 1918 

Vantongerloo

Etude No. 1, 1917 



1946 

1938

1958 1935

19501926



Interrelation of Volumes from the Ellipsoid, 1926





Construction brown, greenish, green 

(1938)

Curving Function Green Brown

(1938)





Bill

Max Bill (1908-1994)  

German, worked in Switzerland 
met Vantongerloo c. 1935,  

very close friends 

Bauhaus student/teacher 
designer 

typographer 
historian and educator 

painter 
sculptor 
architect 





Continuity  
in cement, 1947-48

Endless Ribbon 

version IV, 1958-1964

Continuity 

in granite, 1983-86

Versions I-V vary:

- support: hanging or free standing

- thickness: uniform or changing

- dimensions

- material: plaster, cement, bronze, stone 



This linear sculpture describes an unlocatable space that 
represents neither an interior nor an exterior space, just as 
the “hexagon” itself does not belong to the euclidean 
concept of space, one might also think of this sculpture as a 
drawing in space….      
                               – From Surface to Space, Max Bill, 1951

hexagonal surface in space with complete circumference, 1953 



Florsheim 



string model, c. 1953

Porcupine, in plexiglas, c. 1963



Double Form, c. 1961-62 untitled, c. 1961-62





line

surface

Vantongerloo Bill Florsheim



1980 1990 19601910 1930 1940 1970 1920 1950

Vantongerloo, Bill, Florsheim 

Vantongerloo
(1886-1965)

Florsheim 
(1896-1988)

continuity and endless ribbon 

volumes, architecture 

constructs - wire, plexiglas

paintings- rectangles, curved lines 

shapes

string 

plexiglas

history, shows 

architecture, design

Ulm 

Bill 
(1908-1994)



Outreach: Vantongerloo 

1961 

studio, Paris

1930

Opening Cerle et Carré exhibition, Paris

Michel Suephor, Florence Henri, Piet Mondrian, 
Vantongerloo, Sophie Taeuber-Arp, Hans Arp, Jean 
Gorin, M/Mme Torres-Garcia



1924 1948



Vantongerloo with Bill, Athens, 1965 Vantongerloo with Jacob and Max Bill, Zurich, 1950



Max Bill at the Bauhaus (1928) 
Schawinsky, Weiniger, Joost Schmidt, Max Bill, Lux Feininger, Röseler

Outreach: Bill  



Modern Swiss Architecture, 1949

Le Corbusier history, through 1938



Die gute Form show, 1948

Form book, 1950





Ulm 

Positivism vs. process



furniture and industrial design



Outreach: Florsheim





Galerie Denise Rene Hans Meyer, Germany, 1967

artists with works in Florsheim’s collection



a line in space

continuous surface

relationship to architecture?

why Chicago?

Issues: 



Tatlin

KobroGaudi

Line in Space 



Bill: line in space



Marina City Theater study,1962-64

Curved Surfaces, 1964 



Vantongerloo Bill Florsheim

art

(Chicago)

engagement

(elsewhere)


